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A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF HISTORY 
In This Issue 
DEREK R. EVERETT offers a full account of the “border war” between 
Iowa and Missouri from 1839 to 1849, expanding the focus beyond the 
usual treatment of the laughable events of the “Honey War” in 1839 to 
illustrate the succession of events that led up to that conflict, its connection 
to broader movements in regional and national history, and the legal and 
social consequences of the controversy. 
 Derek R. Everett teaches history at the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville. 
 
NOAH LAWRENCE tells the story of Edna Griffin and her struggle to 
desegregate the Katz Drug Store in Des Moines in 1948. His account re-
veals that Griffin was a radical black activist who was outspoken through-
out her life about the need for economic and racial justice, yet her legal 
strategy during the trial constructed her as a “respectable” middle-class 
mother rather than as a firebrand activist. 
 Noah Lawrence is a high school history teacher at Hinsdale Central 




Protesters picket outside Katz Drug Store in Des Moines in 1948. Many of 
the signs connect the struggle for desegregation to the fight against Nazi 
Germany during World War II. For more on the struggle for desegregation 
in Des Moines, see Noah Lawrence’s article in this issue. This photograph, 
submitted as evidence in the Katz trial and folded into the abstract, was 
provided courtesy of the University of Iowa Law Library, Iowa City. (For a 
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